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BIG TRENDS ACROSS EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES

▪ Christianity is still the majority religion throughout most 
European countries

▪ However the number of those who define themselves as 
Christian declines overall

▪ Non-religious people constitute a significant part of the 
population

▪ Religious minorities remain minorities and their presence is 
more normalised



FINLAND

Religious
Group

% of
Population

Notes

Evangelical
Lutheran Church

63.6
Historically dominant, still the largest religious
group; receives public funding via church tax.

No religious
affiliation

33.6
Fastest growing segment, especially among
younger Finns and in urban areas.

Finnish Orthodox
Church

1.0
Second state-recognized church, historically
rooted in eastern Finland.

Others (Jews,
Buddhists, etc.)

1.8
Small but active religious minorities, including
Jews (~1,500 members), Buddhists, Hindus,
Bahá’ís, and more.

Relevant liks: ACN Report. Statistics Finland.

SPAIN

DIFFERENT CONFIGURATIONS BUT 
SIMILAR PATTERNS

Observatorio del Pluralismo Religioso

https://acninternational.org/religiousfreedomreport/reports/country/2023/finland?utm
https://acninternational.org/religiousfreedomreport/reports/country/2023/finland?utm
https://acninternational.org/religiousfreedomreport/reports/country/2023/finland?utm
https://stat.fi/tup/suoluk/suoluk_vaesto_en.html#structure
https://stat.fi/tup/suoluk/suoluk_vaesto_en.html#structure
https://stat.fi/tup/suoluk/suoluk_vaesto_en.html#structure


FACTORS FOR THE DIVERSITY OF 
CONFIGURATIONS

▪ Religious histories of each country

▪ Different colonial histories

▪ Migratory patterns 

▪ Different connections between the majority religion(s) and the 
state (ej. The Netherlands and Sweden)
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