
The Role of Local 
Authorities in Religious 
Diversity

 Local authorities: limited formal 
authority but strong proximity to 
communities

 Day-to-day governance of religious 
diversity issues

 Religious diversity initiatives created and 
developed by local authorities are not 
abundant
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Areas of Local Competence
(most frequent)

Places of worship Cemeteries Interreligious dialogue

Support for community 
initiatives

Implementation of 
national inclusion 

policies

Local action is often 
indirect

• Migrant/refugee integration

• Intercultural dialogue 
policies
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Challenges and Reflections

Is discrimination 
shaping policy?

Religious diversity 
does not pose as 

priority in local 
governance?

If so, why?
• Assimilation? 
• Secularism? 
• Emerging Necessity?
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