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Practices: Portuguese Cities and ICC Cities
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Key terms

See Intercultural Glossary &  Intercultural Cities Terminology (Council of Europe)

 



What are the obligations of the authorities?

As guarantors of religious freedom, the authorities have positive and negative obligations.

● Respect the autonomy of religious organizations (e.g: internal organization, appointment of religious 
leaders, religious doctrine, religious leaders, intra-conflicts, etc)

● Not using derogatory terms against religious communities
● Protect against physical, verbal, or symbolic attacks by third parties
● …



● Launched in 2008
● More than 160 cities from all around the world are 

members

Objectives:
● Support cities in reviewing policies through an 

intercultural and intersectional lens
● Support the development of comprehensive 

intercultural strategies to positively manage diversity
● Create analytical and practical tools for cities

Intercultural Cities Program (ICC)



● Albufeira 
● Amadora
● Barcelos
● Beja
● Braga
● Cascais
● Coimbra
● Lisboa
● Loures

● Oeiras
● Paranhos (Parish)
● Portimão  
● Porto
● Santa Maria da Feira
● Setúbal
● Vila Nova de Famalicão  
● Vila Verde
● Viseu
● VIla Nova de Gaia

Portuguese Network of Intercultural Cities
RPCI

19 cities

Since 2012



Since 2021 
● Strengthen the cities work
● Offer resources and tools 

Duties:
● Keep up with legislation
● Awareness raising activities
● Understand the needs of the cities
● Provide training and advice
● Provide tools and methodologies
● Encourage participatory and intercultural methodologies

Portuguese Network of Intercultural Cities 
RPCI Cooperative



● 2 meetings per year  
● Shared governance 
● Workshops and  webinars 
● Practices database

Experientatio  n 
(projects)

● 1 annual joint project 
● Intercity projects 
● Dissemination and appropriation

Strategies 

● Promoting more inclusive policies

● Learning and sharing practices

● Education, influence and inspiration

● Consulting and self evaluation

● Experimentation (projects)

● INDEX
● Parallel meetings
● Lateral partnerships

● Study visits (national and  international) 
● Trainings/ Workshops
● Webinars/Seminars

● Resources and Products  (videos, guides)

● Website and social media communication 

campaigns  (articles, etc.)



2018 2019Resources 2018-2025 cidadesinterculturais.pt/ferramentas/



Projects 2022-2026

INTERCULTURAL SCHOOLS

INTERCULTURAL EDUCATORS

PMIM Loures



Practices at local level - ICC database

● Anti-discrimination 
● Anti-rumour

Heritage
● Education

Intersectionality
● Religion and Interfaith
● Roma
● …

See also Resources



Practices at local level

● Public hearings
● Groups of discussion
● Project financing
● Training
● Communication strategies 
● Local diagnosis
● Intercultural activities
● Intercultural municipal plans
● …

Anti-Islamophobia Plan (Barcelona)

Religious Management Board (Valladollid)

She for Dialogue (KAICIID)

Debates on secularism (Neuchatel)

➔ Interreligious Annual Meeting
Loures, PT 

➔ Religions Charter Mapping
Porto, PT
Braga, PT

➔ Todos Festival 
Lisboa, PT

➔ Verney Bookshop Events
Oeiras, PT

 

Podcast on Interreligious Dialogue (Odivelas)



To find out more
about the RPCI Network 

and Cooperative  
Follow us!!

geral@cidadesinterculturais.pt

Thank you!


