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Context and background

GREASE project. Radicalisation, Secularism and the Governance of Religion: 
European and Asian Perspectives (grease.eu)

How religion and religious diversity is governed today in different regions: 
freedom of religion and freedom from religion



Rationale and scope

Historical trends, current practices, norms and institutions of religious 
governance in 23 countries in 5 world regions.

We compared current models of religious diversity governance, analysed 
historical influences affecting them, and looked at how norms and practices 
for governing religious diversity have been transferred between different 
countries and regions, accounting for colonial legacies. 

Objective: provide for a critical overview of state-religion relations and 
different approaches to govern religious diversity in different settings



Typology of regime of governance of religious diversity 

Four broad categories: Absolute secularism ; Moderate secularism (Spain 
and Italy) ; Primacy of religion ; Hegemonic position of religion 

• Some regional patterns emerge, but no clear causal relationship 
between the typology of accommodation and the level of social 
cohesion

➢Freedom of religion as the 
shared primary legislation

➢Freedom of religion translates 
into models of moderate 
secularism

➢Importance of religion in 
defining the ‘imagined ethnos’ 
(majoritarian nationalism) 

Limitations and questions ES/ ITFindings and commonalities ES/ IT

➢Focusing on the legal rights risks in 
some cases transmitting an image 
of rights and freedoms that are not 
matched on the ground  

➢Different nation-building legacies; 
different demographics and 
approaches to/ recognition of 
religious minorities

Across the board: improtance of 1) accurate data and 2) the role, the politics and 
the resources of the local level (municipalities/ regions)





300 CATHOLIC CHURCHES





A Historical Tradition and a 
Cultural Context of Openness 

to Interreligious Dialogue

SOCIO-CULTURAL AND INSTITUTIONAL CONTEXT

Many religious communities 
explicitly engaging in 

interreligious dialogue

Local institution are supportive 
of interreligious initiatives







Non-structured
Interviews

Semi-structured
interviews

Surveys

DIAGNOSIS

MEMBERS OF RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES RANDOM SAMPLE



Religious illitteracy
Scarce knowledge 

about local religious 
reality

Stereotypes

Prejudices

RESULTS



In-depth study on the history of the 
local community

In-depth study on the “local specificity” of the 
community

Creation of “tools” for disseminating knowledge about 
Florentine religious experiences and communities, 

accessible for all citizens

For local religious 
communities

For Florence’s 
citizenship

Reducing the distance between 
groups of citizens

Deconstruction of stereotypes
and reduction of prejudices

Promoting contact with local 
culture and spirituality

Promotion of local cultural and 
spiritual expressions

Promotion of religious pluralism 
and dialogue

Promotion of social inclusion

OBJECTIVES



Participant 
observation

Bibliographic 
research

Interviews

Community leadership

Community base

Focus groups
Multimedia 

documentation

Local focus

Adaptability

METHODOLOGIES



Essence of religious doctrine

Cultural production in the Florentine context

Daily life and characteristic practices

Stereotypes and major contemporary 
social issues

Historic memory of the community

Specificities of religious practice in the 
Florentine context

RESEARCH THEMES









ChristianityJudaism BuddhismIslam
Other

Religious

Catholic community (37)

Evangelical churches (42)

Orthodox community Hare Krishna

Bahai

Sikh

Bosco Sacro dell'Incontro

Sunni communities (3)

Reform community

Chabad

Sufi communities (4)

Soka Gakkai
Buddhist Institute

Lama Tzong Khapa
Institute

Sōtō Zen Shinnyoji
Temple

Orthodox churches (5)

Samadhe Viharaya Temple

FLORENTINE RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY

Centro dell’Unione 
Buddhista Italiana











RESEARCH AND DISSEMINATION:  
STRATEGIES AND CHALLENGES



Continuing with the 
work

Making collected 
material and results 

available

Engage all the communities

Create meeting spaces 
(conferences, workshops..)

Continue research with the 
entities already engaged

Publications and 
conferences

Web portal Documentary

Didactic projects

OBJECTIVES AND DEVELOPMENTS

Exhibition spaces



Concluding remarks

• No clear causal relationship between individual 
factors: more than any single characteristic, 
what is relevant for peaceful coexistence seems 
to be to what degree categories of inclusion/ 
exclusion are based on religious identities

• The risks of politicization and
instrumentalization of religiosity exist across 
different typologies of religious governance and 
contexts

• More disaggregated data on religious belonging 
at the local level is needed – while safeguarding 
the privacy and safety of religious minorities
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