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EUROPEAN FORUM ON LOCAL GOVERNANCE OF RELIGIOUS
DIVERSITY

Sharing experiences and learnings for democratic, inclusive and
pluralistic governance

Date: 18 June 2026
Venue: Palacio de Parcent (C/ San Bernardo, 62, Madrid)
Time: 08:15 - 14:00

The city is where fundamental rights take their most tangible form. It is at the local level
that the right to freedom of religion and belief is exercised, challenged, and made real
every day. Local authorities therefore play a decisive role in creating the conditions that
enable this right to be enjoyed in full, as well as in preventing and tackling discrimination
on grounds of religion or belief.

However, the responsibility of local authorities is by no means limited to the formal
guarantee of rights. Local authorities are also duty-bound to promote a social framework
that fosters mutual tolerance between believers and non-believers, as well as between
people from different religious traditions, in settings of increasing pluralism.

The European Forum on Local Governance of Religious Diversity is designed as a
platform for practical exchange and learning among European local governments, aimed
at strengthening the capacity of municipal authorities to address religious diversity in a
democratic, inclusive and pluralistic approach, and at enhancing multi-level cooperation
between administrations.
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PROGRAMME

8:15. Registration

9:00. Opening

Luis Martinez-Sicluna Sepulveda, Secretary General of the Spanish Federation
of Municipalities and Provinces

Inés Mazarrasa Steinkuhler, Director of the Pluralism and Coexistence
Foundation

9:15. Presentation of the Toolkit for the local governance of religious diversity

Eduardo J. Ruiz Vieytez, Professor of Constitutional Law at the University of
Deusto

Moderator: Puerto Garcia Ortiz, Deputy Director and Head of Programmes,
Research and Advocacy at the Pluralism and Coexistence Foundation

9:45. Guaranteeing religious freedom at the local level. Local government
initiatives

11:00 -

]

The Bilbao City Council’s Religious Diversity Participation Committee as a
forum for dialogue and engagement within the municipality

Carlos Regidor Mazo, Head of the Coexistence and Interculturality Section within
the Department of Human Rights, Coexistence, Cooperation and Interculturality
at Bilbao City Council

Managing religious diversity from the perspective of a police service

Pilar Heatley Gonzalez and Daniel Pefiasco Carmona, Officers in the Human
Rights Protection Unit of the Fuenlabrada Local Police

The Saudade Building. Diversity in funeral rituals

Sara Gongalves and Eugénia Abrantes, Head of the Cemetery Management
Division and Coordinator of the Saudade Building at Lisbon City Council

Moderator: Joaquin Corcobado Romo, Head of Social Policies at the Spanish
Federation of Municipalities and Provinces

11:30. Coffee break
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11:30.

R
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Promoting coexistence and recognition of religious diversity. Local

government initiatives

13:00.

Service-learning projects. One of the city council’s initiatives to promote
religious pluralism in education

Ariadna Solé Arraras, Coordinator of the Office for Religious Affairs at Barcelona
City Council

The City as a Laboratory for Coexistence: Inclusive Practices for
Religious Freedom in Milan's Day-to-Day Administration

Mattia Ibrahim Abdu Ismahil, President of District 1 (Historic Centre) of Milan City
Council

The Interfaith Council as an instrument of local governance: from
coexistence to institutionalised dialogue

Vicent Sales Mateu, Second Deputy Mayor and Councillor for Social Cohesion
and Intercultural Relations at Castellon de la Plana City Council

Bridging Levels of Governance: How a Regional Decree Guides Local
Policy on Religion and ldeology

Abram Herssens, Policy officer at the Flemish Agency for Home Affairs

Moderator: Rita Gomes Faria, programme and advocacy officer at the Pluralism
and Coexistence Foundation

Closing session. Multi-level cooperation for the local governance of

religious diversity

Florian Welzig, Director of the Office for Religious Affairs at the Federal
Chancellery, Austria

Ramon Bassas Segura, Director-General for Religious Affairs of Catalonia

Txema Ezkerra Fernandez, Director of Diversity, Coexistence and
Intergenerational Solidarity at the Basque Government

Joaquin Corcobado Romo, Head of Social Policies at the Spanish Federation of
Municipalities and Provinces

Presenter and moderator: Mercedes Murillo Mufioz, Director-General for
Religious Freedom, Ministry of the Presidency, Justice and Parliamentary

Relations, Spain
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